Newsletter
Spring 2016

Hello and welcome back to another Northmoor Community Association Newsletter! We
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4 STEPS @ Northmoor
Creating Sustainable Organisations CIC is
a social enterprise based in South
Manchester. We trade as 4 Steps which is
the name of our flagship skills
programme. We help, inform, advise and
work alongside charities, social
enterprises and individuals to increase
community activity in local communities.
We do this by inviting organisations to join our thriving Community of Organisations
which acts as a springboard for us to help them develop, design and manage
community projects and programs that improve lives. Individuals and communities
benefit from an increase in provision and organisations benefit from getting their
ideas off the ground.
Northmoor Community Association is an important member of our Community of
Organisations and is working with two other members to develop projects to
improve lives for people in Northmoor.
We are working with NCA on their new business plan and on improving how they
bring income into the centre. We are also talking about a couple of exciting new
projects that will bring our two organisations even closer together. We are looking
forward to working with NCA long into the future.

Northmoor Community Centre will be closed for refurbishment for the first 2 weeks of April.
Activities will resume again on Monday 18 April
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Spotlight on

Macmillan News Spring 2016
Hi there,

Hi, my name is Kate and I am the new Study Support Worker for
Homework Club. I have been volunteering every Thursday for 8
months at Homework Club so when the opportunity arose to become
a member of staff and work alongside Violet I was thrilled.

My name is Paula and I have just started as the Volunteer Support Worker with Macmillan
Solutions. We work in partnership with Northmoor Community Centre and I am based
there. Part of my role involves recruiting, training and supporting volunteers who give their
time to support people who are affected by cancer.
I was delighted and impressed that Sue took on the role of delivering my training to new
volunteers as, being a volunteer herself, she could use her own experiences to ensure the
day was relevant, informative and interactive with everyone who attended.

This is a fantastic opportunity for me and it’s great that I have already
built a relationship with the staff and children I will be working with.

The new recruits were enthusiastic and keen to find out more about their role and expand
their existing skills. The volunteer role is valuable and the service could not run without the
generosity and help of volunteers. The way in which volunteers help out are varied and can
involve practical tasks like shopping, mowing the lawn or helping someone get to appointments or they could also be having a chat and a brew with someone in their home.

The role as study support worker will allow me to exercise some of my
hobbies in arts and crafts and we have lots of plans for upcoming
events. We have already celebrated Shrove Tuesday with squirty
cream and fruit! and St David’s day with daffodils made out of egg
boxes so having a good imagination is very helpful!

What is important for Macmillan Solutions and Northmoor Community Association is that
volunteers get something back for themselves and not only see the role as giving back to
the community. We try to match volunteer interests and skills with the specific needs of
the person they will be supporting.

I also have a passion for English and
studied English at the University of
Manchester, so reading and the
English language is something I enjoy
and share with the children. For me,
seeing the children learn each day
and help each other is my favourite
part of the job.

We appreciate all our volunteers and want to express our thanks for all the time and contributions each person has made, especially to those who could not attend the Volunteer Appreciation meal held in January. We are looking forward to working together in the coming
year.
If anyone would like further information about volunteering for Macmillan Solutions at
Northmoor Community Association, please contact me on:
macmillannorthmoor@audaciouschurch.com or pop into Northmoor Community Centre for
a cuppa and a chat.
Thank you,
Paula.

The transition from volunteer to staff
is a big jump but it’s really interesting
to see what goes on behind the
scenes and understand how the
Homework Club is part of something
huge in the surrounding community
and beyond.
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VOLUNTEERS SAY THANKS!
Northmoor Community Centre has nearly 40 volunteers helping out across a range
of projects. Whether it’s running the reception, helping children with their
homework or cooking for the local community, volunteers are at the heart of our
organisation. The centre wouldn’t be the same without volunteers.
In order to find out more about the reasons why people volunteer at NCA we
decided to conduct a survey to help identify why people choose to volunteer and
how it plays an important part in their life.

You can now follow NCA on twitter

nmoor_community
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